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Zechariah 11:1 - 12:14

Chapters 11 and 12 seem to do two things. First, Israel will again be punished by God! Second, they be protected by Him and return to Him. Why and When?

Most commentators subscribe to the idea that the judgment in chapter 11 concerns the Jewish rejection of Messiah. They conclude this for several reasons. 

Verses 4 and 5 of chapter 11 paint a picture of the Jewish leaders in Jesus’ time. Jesus said that they blocked the people from seeing God; that they laid religious requirements on the people that they themselves sidestepped through “loopholes” that they had created in their vast interpretations of the Law. They cheated poor travelers who had to exchange even their coats to pay for animals to sacrifice at the temple. Jesus called these leaders “whitewashed tombs” which were clean on the outside but dead men’s bones on the inside. They, in large part, led the nation to reject the One bringing them salvation. 


Verse 6 talks of turning them over to their “king”. You may recall that at Jesus’ trial before Pilate the latter questioned the crowd as to their king. The mob responded by shouting that they had no king but Caesar. The prophet foretells that the “king” (Caesar and Rome) will be their destruction. This verse also refers to internal strife, perhaps related to the infighting between various Jewish factions during New Testament times. One commentator claims that this civil strife resulted in more deaths than were suffered at the hands of the Roman army. 

In verse 10 God says that His staff of “Favor”, or protection, was broken in pieces. God allowed Rome to destroy His beloved city in 70 A.D., roughly forty years after the Crucifixion. 


In verses 12 and 13 God states His value in His people’s eyes, the price of a slave who had become useless. The payment description was fulfilled by the actions of Judas Iscariot. 


In contrast, chapter 12 depicts God’s protection of His people. This time in history seems to come long after the Roman occupation and destruction. Does it depict a massive attack on Israel by her enemies in which God provides His protection? Opinions on this differ. Some say that the Jerusalem portrayed here represents Christ’s Church (the body of God’s people), against which He has promised that evil will not prevail. However, verses 11-14 strongly imply that the Jews of the world will again be shown God’s grace, and He will find a way to show them their Messiah whom they had rejected in the past. The Messianic purpose of God’s words through the prophet is demonstrated by the phrase “they will look on Me whom they have pierced.” Rather than argue as to which views are correct concerning chapter 12, it may be wiser and more accurate to fall back on the probability that both may be true. 
